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Found MUJI’'s explorations have now reached over 30 countries and regions. We love to
traverse the globe to get in touch with local cultures and ways of life and find out about their
unique techniques and technologies, along with their tools and handicrafts from everyday life.
Each of the objects we have discovered along the way has a story to tell. They each reflect the
cultures, customs, and life wisdom intrinsic to their place of origin, all features that deserve
to be maintained. They reflect uninterrupted crafting traditions, regardless of their quantity or
scale.

With the unprecedented state of affairs spanning the globe today, to travel freely is not always
an easy option. All the more reason to focus on enriching one’s daily life by incorporating
customs and cultures across borders and divisions with unique local materials and handcrafted
items from around the world.

Found MUJI basics draws on previous collections we have put together to present a selection
of items offering convenient solutions to day-to-day needs and wares that may come in handy
at just about any time.
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Curry Pot

In India, we searched high and low in a district offering metal wares. We were taken all the way to
the far recesses of shops and shown a wide range of vessels and utensils. This one features a slight
rim and a bulging form, a uniquely Indian contour shared by a variety of different receptacles, from
curry vessels to water jugs.
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Hand Quilting

These quilts are crafted by women of nomadic desert tribes. In India, the quilts are used to cover
furniture for protection from sandy dust, to wrap various items, and to be spread out as rugs. Careful
stitching of fabric in multiple layers creates stronger cloth that will last for many generations. The
many rows of fine, uneven stitchwork creates beautifully textured shading in the fabric.
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Multipurpose Cloth

Pieces of cloth like this are used on a daily basis in India. Not only worn as clothing, they also
serve many other purposes, functioning as tablecloths, curtains, or for bundling things up together.
Pieces of cloth with lines of pattern running along the hems or edges are called dhoti, while those
with patterns across the entire cloth are called /lungi. Smaller-sized ones can also be used to cover
tableware or to protect it from dust.
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Market Basket

Serve. Strain. Carry. In Vietnam, baskets are an essential part of daily life as they are put to use
throughout markets, food stalls, and homes. Making the most of thin strips of bamboo, they are
light, strong, and durable. The simple shape in a variety of sizes can be used for many different
purposes.

Long ago, the baskets were used mostly for straining and drying, but today they are handy tools
used for serving, carrying and storing. Made from natural materials, the look of the basket changes
over the years, becoming more beautiful the longer it is used.
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Bacbac Basket

Made with abaca, a plant native to Southeast Asian countries such as the Philippines, where it is
also known as bacbac. Fibres from the outer layer of the plant’s stalk are used to produce these
openwork baskets. One charming feature of the baskets is their natural textural appearance, as the
fibres are not sorted by colour.

17



mEW3

RRDEMEEFDMELEDE TEENERTT, BRMEICENLTTOBMIBREN S BMERTHHC
KERERNT BN TE BRLBEORAICKEN 52D EREF o EAMUEARD2ODOBRTTETL
T INBRET B ELVBDRTEINH—ICTEEVET,

Bamboo Steamer

The bamboo steamer is a kitchen item created from natural material with the wisdom acquired in
daily living. Bamboo has a concentrated density which absorbs moisture when steaming food,
preventing droplets from accumulating on the inside walls. The steamer has an inner wall and an
outer wall which allows the steam to circulate equally in between.
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Blue White Porcelain

This form of porcelain, with its characteristic sheen set off with a faint tinge of blue, is representative
of Song dynasty Chinese wares. The city of Jingdezhen, located about 500 km southwest of
Shanghai, was home to China’s imperial kilns over 1,000 years ago. Porcelain produced here has
been cherished in Europe and throughout the world. Admiration of its beauty is considered to have
been instrumental in porcelain production’s global spread. In this age when cuisines from around
the world are commonly enjoyed in the home, this porcelain serves to cast any and all dishes in an
appetising light.
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Bench
Chinastillhas many, many items for daily use left to offer, all featuring lengthy histories of uninterrupted,

unchanging use. These benches are modelled on the traditional forms seen throughout the streets of
China, used today just as they have been since long in the past.
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Bodega

When you order sidra in a bar in the old town of San Sebastian, it is served in a thin glass you have
never seen in other places. A little amount of drink is poured in this light and easy-to-drink glass.
Drink up sidra or txakoli* poured with aeration. Bodega means a cellar. It became the name of glass.

*txakoli: Dry wine which is sour and has a little sparkling and a low alcohol content.
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Teapot

Ateapot made by a glassmaker established in the city of Jena in Germany'’s state of Thuringia. Heat-
resistant glassware for household use produced here in the early 1900s now sees a wide range of
applications worldwide.
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Tin Toast Grill

A tin utensil used in Portuguese homes to toast slices of bread on the hob so that they come out
crunchy on the outside while soft and fluffy inside.
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Kosha Box

Filing boxes used by official organisations and public libraries in France for document archives.
Featuring a simple construction with just staples to hold them together, flat cords are provided for
fastening the boxes. The product name, Kosha, comes from the name of the founder of the plant
that produces them. While the sturdy boxes are meant for the long term archival of important official
documents, they seem well-suited to storing a wide range of other items as well.
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Drink Bottle

Liquor stores and milk delivery stores both used to have systems in place to collect and reuse empty
glass bottles. From the mid-1950s onwards, commercial-use bottles moved from glass to plastic,
and the glass ones gradually disappeared. Today, however, reusable glass is being re-evaluated
as part of sustainability initiatives around the world, with momentum growing to abolish plastic
containers and get back to using glass bottles.
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Hirashimizuyaki

Hirashimizuyaki is produced in the Hirashimizu district of Yamagata City at the southern foot of Mt.
Chitose. Famous for its pottery since the 19th century, with more than 30 kilns active at its peak,
Hirashimizu has only a few kilns still in operation today. This pottery draws its distinctive look from
the iron-rich soil around Mt. Chitose and the white zansetsu glaze that evokes the image of the snowy
Yamagata landscape.
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Mizunodairayaki

The Mizunodairayaki is characterised by a namako-yu glaze, with its unique mix of deep blues,
browns, and greys, which employs a double glazing technique of an iron underglaze and a straw-
ash overglaze. Although Amakusa, Kumamoto Prefecture is known for its porcelain stone, which
is the raw material for porcelain, Mizunodairayaki has always used the red clay that is abundant
in the area. With no wholesale system in place, local potters sold their own wares in face-to-face
transactions where they are able to listen directly from their customers, helping them improving
their pieces.
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Bamboo Products

Oita Prefecture produces the largest amount of bamboo products in Japan. Bamboo is so common
here that it has long been an integral part of daily life. The Bamboo chopsticks are produced entirely
by hand. From the initial rough cutting of the bamboo to the final finishing, the sophisticated utensil
requires close to ten different steps, all of which are done by experienced master craftspeople. The
freshly cut bamboo stalk from a nearby forest is transformed into a beautiful pair of chopsticks in
front of your eyes by skilled hands. These are something you want to keep using through the ages.
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Polypropylene Returnable Container

These containers are reused again and again in factories to carry parts and materials. Built to
modular dimensions to fill the typical 1100 x 1100 mm pallet used for shipping, they can be efficiently
arranged and stacked to carry a large number of items. Lightweight and durable polypropylene
makes for versatile containers for use with many items and purposes.
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Found MUJI

‘Searching and Finding’ has been MUJI’s perspective on daily life since the beginning.
Instead of creating new products from scratch, much-loved everyday items are found from
around the world. MUJI then slightly alters the found products and sets fair prices to suit
different lifestyles and cultures.

‘Found MUJI’ is about closely looking into ways of living.
It’s about appreciating the values and the communication we have with the makers.
Based on this, we produce items that would meet the standards that MUJI is renowned for.

Found MUJI began in Aoyama in 2003. To this day, it remains a place for cultivating a
perceptive attitude to finding and integrating the essence of enduring everyday items into
the lifestyles of today.

Join us as we continue our Found MUJI journey.
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