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Handwork in Gujarat

Gujarat is located in the north west of India.

Many parts of Gujarat feature a desert climate. Yarns and fabrics are not easy to come by
and so for the people who live here, these items are highly valued.

Since resources are limited, every piece of material on hand is utilised. In skilled hands,
each and every piece of cloth is carefully used up and the result can be seen in many
different forms of everyday items for the home or articles of clothing.

For this edition of Found MUJI, we explore the charm of a wide range of Gujarat
handworks, from stitch-work applied to fabric to dyeing techniques that have been
handed down unchanged from generation to generation.
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Stitching: Quilts

-

Quilts are crafted by the women of nomadic desert tribes. Such quilts are used as rugs, furniture
coverings or simply to wrap items with in oraoﬁt_crpretegt them from sand and dust.
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Bunga desert houses are made of cow dung and water. Quilts for daily use and brass jars for holding water
are simply stacked on the earthen floor of the house.




#Y:35-7-7 Stitching: Mirror Work

L BIEIT—T— P BINTWBEHU—%&E T, Women in Gujarat wear sarees adorned with small mirrors. The mirrors reflect in the sun, helping
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the women to be spotted across the desert expanses. This kind of handcraft tells of the wisdom
of the people living in the desert.
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Small mirrors are placed on the cloth and stitched in place with thread.
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Cloths are carefully hand-tied with thread to create patterns before dyeing.
Women do the tying in their spare time in between household chores, while men do the dyeing.
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We tend to speak about indigo as a single colour, but different techniques and dyeing conditions create an
array of indigo colours.
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This paper is more fibrous than conventional paper made from wood pulp since it is made
from shredded cotton cloth.
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Found MUJI

Innovations of MUJI are not simply a process of creation,

they are a review of living by “Searching and Finding”.

Searching throughout the world for durable and long-lasting daily necessities,
MUJI refines found items to suit our changing lifestyles,

cultures and customs, reproducing them at reasonable prices.

From 2003, ‘Found MUJI’ started its journey with a keen eye for good products,
exploring the underlying values of the makers,

retaining the essence of their creations,

and re-tailoring them into MUJI goods that fit the modern way of life.

The Found MUJI journey began in Aoyama.

Join us as we continue the Found MUJI journey together.
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