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Tokyo is a city of waterways.

The topography of Tokyo can be broadly divided into plateaus and lowlands- with the
hills and plateaus of Tama and Musashino unfolding against the Kanto-sanchi mountains
to the west and the lowlands that stretches to the east. Many rivers run through the
uneven terrain, winding their way through to Tokyo Bay. This close connection with the
rivers and the sea has shaped people’s lives and cultures, which remain strong in Tokyo
today. These water sources have not only provided drinking water, but have also been
a vital resource for many industries. Beginning with the Edo period (1603-1868), the
waterways that were built and maintained formed an infrastructure for the distribution
of goods, and the riverbanks became bustling urban centres where people gathered for
festivals and entertainment.

Even today, anyone strolling around Tokyo will see this legacy. Streets are dotted with
markets, warehouses of timber merchants, wholesale districts, and small factories.
Yakatabune, a type of tour boats with roofs, float down the Sumida River; and people
drinking at izakayas with red lanterns are still common sights.

The waterfront has long been an integral part of Tokyo life.

For the Tokyo edition of Found MUJI, we explore items used commercially and in daily life,
for glimpses of the industries and lifestyles that have taken shape along the waterfront.
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The fabricmust be folded with precision since

the area between the clamps will resist the dye

and be left white. clamps and tig
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Dye-Works (Koishikawa, Bunkyo-ku)

This studio dyes thin tenugui towels using itajime, a pressure-resist method of dyeing which dates
back to the Nara period (710-794). The fabric is intricately folded in the precise order needed to
achieve a particular pattern, which is then pressed between a pair of clamps. The clamped sections
remain undyed, and a pattern created by the shape of the clamps would eventually emerge. Being
hand-dyed each piece is unique in itself, offering an intriguing variety to choose from.
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A dye-works that dates back more than 100 years to its fou[]ding during the Meiji peri
Although no river runs near the works today, there was apparently a river that ran in fri
building long ago. At its peak, nearly 100 dye-works were operating in the area, though this
dropped to just a few today.
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Trimmed horse hair to be inserted into brush bases.
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Brush Workshop (Imado, Taito-ku)

The Asakusa area is home to many wholesalers of shoe and leather goods. From the Edo period to
the beginning of the Meiji period, a time when Western fashion began to arrive in Japan, a tannery
stood on one side of the Sumida River and on the opposite bank, there were a large number of
cobbler training workshops and small shoe factories. As times changed, factories that manufactured
brushes for house painting or kimono fabric painting brushes came to also manufacture shoe and
garment brushes. Today, the brush business is focused on making larger brushes for shoe factories,
as well as shoe and garment brushes for retail shoppers.
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Leather Workshop (Higashi-Sumida, Sumida-ku)

This leather workshop stands along the Arakawa River. Approximately 90% of pig leather production
in Japan occurs in and around Sumida-ku. Most tanneries are located along riverbanks and in Tokyo,
and are concentrated along the Arakawa River. In the parts of the Kanto region nearest to Tokyo, pig
farming is common in many areas. These farms send pig skins to raw material wholesalers, where the
skin, oil and fat are separated. The oils and fats are used to make soap, while the skins are tanned
for making shoes and bags. The tanning process uses a great deal of water, and wastewater can be
problematic. For this reason, new tanning techniques that utilise environmentally-friendly vegetable
tannins have been developed here and are now being taught to the next generation of tanners not
only in Japan, but around the world.
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they are hung to dry for a day or two.
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This kitchenware wholesale district is popular with those in the restaurant business. Shop shelves
are packed with everything that restaurants and coffee shops use today, including stainless steel
tableware, commercial use glass bottles and cooking utensils.




FENIAEDE, FRITDOMZBEBZBTEHEIETEVERPEZMROEIBCATEET, At dusk, the streets are filled with laughter and toasts as friends and colleagues meet at izakayas
STIRBRICDOBEDELETCHEWEIILD-EEXETDREIE. BERBE P OEICH AT I TEETS with red lanterns. Trade here began during the Edo period with outdoor alcohol and sushi stalls set

LBV ELID WODBRORALEEBEBXEEEATESIXREEDEA, up at the foots of bridges. Although most stalls have since been replaced, the same familiar scenes
of friends talking over drinks and food still characterise the neighbourhood.
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Forestry in Tokyo (Hinohara-mura, Nishitama-gun)

Approximately 40% of the total area of Tokyo is forest land. Forestry has long been a prosperous
industry in the western part of the Tama region, with rafts carrying timber down the Tama River to
lumber wholesalers in Fukagawa and Kiba since as far back as the Edo period. Demand for wood
was high in Edo (today’s Tokyo area) due to fires that frequently occurred in the city, and the trees
of the Tama forest were felled to meet this demand. Although the government later began planting
cedar and cypress for building materials, the number of people working in forestry subsequently

declined due in part to the impact of wood imports from overseas. Although shipping volumes have
increased gradually over the past ten years, the Tama forest will continue to be protected as people
living in Tokyo are using more local lumber from the Tokyo area.
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1] 714K —XEH-$75X75cm
2240924] x4 E—XH -$J75X75cm

TAR)—XB - $75X%X75cm
XM E—XB-#75X75cm

TAR)—xAH 137 %x150cm
2] Z1E—XHA - #37%x150cm

TAK)—XH-#37Xx150cm
ZME—XA #1837 X 150cm

#24,900
#24,9000

24,900
#24,9004

#15,900
#25,900

25,900
#115,900

21,490
w2 1,990

#1690

21,2908

#21,490

#2790

#2690 [

#2790

#21,090
#2690
#2490

#2490
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X - #925.5%40.5cm - N

N+ #922.5X35.5cm + N
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X - #25.5%x29cm - B

82198294] 7|\ +

EBRAVA
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1) 7 500ml

#125.5X29¢cm - N—
#122.5%25.5cm - N—T 1

#922.5%x25.5cm - 2
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J1)—> 300ml
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[82240771] %71) 77 180ml
78F

1) 7 180ml
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% 180ml
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Z1J Ly - 720ml

720m|
FIHUA

% 900ml
[52240870] #h 500mI
/)N 200ml
A—-JILNUA
90ml
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3,600ml
FIFUA
1,500m|
H—IN—Uh
200mi

#25,500
#24,9004
#25,5008
24,900

w2 5,500
#24,9004

#25,500
#2 4,900

#2250
#2250

#2150

w250
#2250
#2250

#2390
#2390

#4501
#2290
#2250

#2190

#w2 1,990

#w21,188[

#2756

29



Found MUJI

WEIZHE
EHRMIEHEDE, HDEDLBEVI LWL
X 5KAY) #1690
| ' o - 104 AV #2690 [T, BOUHT] EWHRATEFRERODTEE L,

I\ - 108 AN #2490 KL FTENBELELGENP SN TE-HARE. HRPLSBLEL.
ZThEEFEXL. BIBEOZELICHDE T ULETRRL.
BIFLERTHEELTEE L,
. . PR 2003FEA 518, ZMDiEENE [Found MUJI (RIS N7 MUJI ] & fFiH,
3 — . 512 HEBICE CANRAAED S £ > o
(t,-———- c§ e ‘%} ESICHADHIICE TANAALLFSLVWBDERTIREIELDE L
K — a8 38w BHINAHD50FICIE,
T—— N
—_— ZOEEORETIEDELAEBOEFBICANIKWEDDHIET,
ZhoESOEFOREREECEDE T EEEMELENSWEL.
EMNRREOHBDELTHALTELE T,
¢ 3 J - RBRRS FVHOEETEEES, 20LOOTy 4 XEELDD,
€ ) R N .
— - - 2FLZ ZhBEBRROEECEDETESICLLTVC,
- _ 7 F—/\VI - $931x20cm #2790 ZDiEE) Found MUJI D=, FILICHEELF L7,
T4 ZE - #9240ml #2590
FUIFLY - LeS0EE - ph Found MUJI i¥, EBEIR M EERY —REICHES>TITIEE T,
BHEI101E #2190
TIVIES
¢ ’ — ReyL - EEKI14cm #2490 Found MUJI
e & ) el EEK1om ¥ 4503
————o — M- B&#17cm #1490 Innovations of MUJI are not simply a process of creation,
—_— m-&&#14cm #2450 they are a review of living by “Searching and Finding”.
Searching throughout the world for durable and long-lasting daily necessities,
MUJI refines found items to suit our changing lifestyles,
cultures and customs, reproducing them at reasonable prices.
& From 2003, ‘Found MUJI’ started its journey with a keen eye for good products,
' B = ' exploring the underlying values of the makers,
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The Found MUJI journey began in Aoyama.
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