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Everyday things of India

India is a country where a variety of items, from fabrics to hardware,
are often made from simple materials. In the past, Found MUJI has
always explored the country’s techniques for weaving fabrics,
traditional patterns, and handicrafts passed down over generations.

Things here are created out of everyday needs, and developed to suit the
local climate, lifestyles, and customs. In this issue, we travelled

again to India, and brought back a collection of everyday items that we
found there.
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Cloth as clothing

Walking down the streets of South India, it is impressive just to see
the everyday clothing worn by the locals. Men often wear a cotton
cloth called dhoti or lungi, and women wear sarouel pants or flared
pants called sharara. Breathable and breezy, the everyday clothing,
which can be as simple as a piece of cloth, is a style uniquely tailored
to India’s hot climate.
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Top: A dhoti is generally a piece of cloth with lines of pattern running along the
hem or edge, while the entire lungi cloth is covered with pattern.

Bottom: These pieces of cloth not only function as clothing, but also serve
multiple purposes such as tablecloths, curtains or for bundling up things together.
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Sarouel pants are designed to be loose and airy.
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Handcrafting cloth as a way of life

India is home to simple, delicate fabrics, whether it is handwoven,
printed or embroidered by hand. Fabrics are more than just simply a
familiar part of everyday life, but rather it is a common handcraft that is
integrated into the landscape. Here, freshly printed pieces of cloth are
hung out to dry from lines of garden rope at a small textile factory.
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Fabric items made by hand are both used at home as well as sometimes sold.
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A large panja mat loom. Crafting these floor coverings is a collaboration between the human hand and the loom.
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In arid regions where it is difficult for agriculture, people turned to weaving items such as the panja weave mat as a
way to make a living.
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Everyday meals

We came across this typical meal in a local cafeteria. Just as food
reveals much about the lifestyle of a place, so too do the tableware
and utensils used there. In India, we found metal dishes that are
said to work best with cooking that includes spices and oils,

as well as ceramic storage containers. From small containers

to the large trays used to hold them all, these utensils come in a
variety of shapes to serve daily meals.
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Spice containers and utensils can often be seen in cafeterias.
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Found MUJI

Innovations of MUJI are not simply a process of creation,

they are a review of living by “Searching and Finding”.

Searching throughout the world for durable and long-lasting daily necessities,
MUJI refines found items to suit our changing lifestyles,

cultures and customs, reproducing them at reasonable prices.

From 2003, ‘Found MUJI’ started its journey with a keen eye for good products,
exploring the underlying values of the makers,

retaining the essence of their creations,

and re-tailoring them into MUJI goods that fit the modern way of life.

The Found MUJI journey began in Aoyama.

Join us as we continue the Found MUJI journey together.
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