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Work by Hand

The human hand is an amazing tool that can turn a feeling into something material

in the blink of an eye. As human beings, we have always used our hands to create by
bringing together different elements of living—our own heads and hearts, the lives of
those before us, what we treasure and seek to cultivate, as well as the spark of passion.
India is a country that has long valued the role of human hands in shaping day-to-day
life. Traveling north to south across India, we focused on the hand as a tool of wonder,

learning from cultures built on handcraftsmanship.

Working by hand is a natural part of every village and town that we visited—an
integral part of daily life here. Each hand-created object is subtly different from the
next, imitating the natural world, where each creature is unique. These differences are
the inevitable and natural outcome of handcraftsmanship. Contemplate the handmade,

and you witness the personality of the individuals who created it.
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Human hands carve out a regular rhythm, creating beauty that is not uniform or flat.
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ML 72 MK L, 7oK SADEENFRLN LS LA D2H I oTWwS, Life in an exciting mix of air, light, and other elements shape the experience that is India.
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Block Printing

Block printing is a technique that utilizes combinations
of wood blocks to build patterns for fabric. Most Indian
block print textiles involve more than 10 different wood
blocks. The motifs are inspired by plants, flowers,
animals and other elements of the natural world, which
is such an integral part of life in India. These patterns
come to life through the balance of the print and
borders. The slightest change in the use and balance of
colour can completely change the character and tone of
the fabric pattern.




e the wood block on the fabric, while the left hand presses on the right hand
create a soothing, regular rhythm guided by the craftsman’s br.
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Block print textiles come from the areas around Jaipur,

the capital of the state of Rajasthan. Known as the Pink City,
the streets of Jaipur are lined with buildings painted in a
yellow-tinged pink. Lit by the afternoon sun, the soft pink
buildings and palace walls are enchanting, and then become

spectacular in the precious moments of the setting sun.
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Chai Break

Wherever one travels in India, a glass of chai tea is waiting. Chai is the drink of choice any time of year,
whether in the colder months or in the hot summer season. Linger for a bit while browsing, and the shop
owner will inevitably offer you a glass of chai, running out to bring it in from somewhere close by.
India has long produced tea leaves, exporting the best while the lower quality leaves stayed in country.
Chai was devised as a way to enhance the taste of lower quality tea by adding sugar and spices.

The chai so often offered to guests is a lifesaver for a traveller’s tired body.

Factory workers in India take several chai breaks a day. These breaks are a time to relax and fortify the
spirit for the hours of work ahead. At break times, workers gather on the roof where each glass is filled with
hot chai. One cannot miss the scenes of laughing craftsmen sitting, glasses in hand, enjoying the pleasant
warmth of the sun.
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Appliqué

The state of Gujarat is renowned for its elaborate embroidery
and other fine handcrafts. Local appliqué is similar to the
techniques used in embroidery. The craftspeople create
patterns by cutting away pieces of fabric and stitching the
cut edges. This is work that requires a great deal of patience.
It was traditionally passed down from mother to child,

but this is no longer the case. Today, there are groups who
are working to protect this special mother-child bond and
preserve these fine crafting techniques. They help local
women find the time to keep this tradition alive.
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Houses painted in a palette of pastels. Take a step back to
see a row of similar-looking square houses. Come closer
and notice the way each is uniquely decorated. Decorative
elements are found not just on buildings, but virtually
everywhere in India, and each has a specific meaning that

is closely tied to life here.
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Handwoven Fine Yarn Throw

Fabrics can only begin to be woven after setting up the
yarn. This preparation actually takes up more time than
the weaving process itself, making it a very important
step. The hundreds of warp strands are threaded through
the heddles one by one before passing through the reed.
Therefore the finer the yarn is, the more time it takes for
both the preparation and the weaving. The result is soft
and airy, and only made possible by the delicate touch of
the human hand.
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Handwoven Rugs

Rugs require thicker warp thread than other textiles, and
these warp threads are hand-wound onto bobbins. For
high-speed looms, the warp is typically wound by machine,
but for handwoven rugs, weavers use large waterwheel-
like gears to measure the length of warp wound onto each
bobbin by hand. Keeping threads untangled on the bobbin
is important, to ensure the loom is correctly threaded.

This is a seemingly simple task that requires a great deal of

careful precision.
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Wherever textiles are made in India, bicycle wheels are used
to manually wind threads. These wheels are so ubiquitous that
they start to seem like they were invented originally for the
handweaver. Like textiles, the tools of the craftsperson are
also handcrafted in India, a country with a great capacity for
using materials and parts on hand to build whatever is needed.
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Braid Machine Work

Numerous fibres are braided into rope that is cut, put
together and sewn side by side to create a thick cloth
material. Depending on how they are sewn together,

the same length of rope can be used to create entirely
different items. Craftspeople use this technique to create
anything and everything they can imagine.
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This issue of Found MUIJI took me for the first time to India,

a country I had always longed to visit.

I watched these master craftspeople move as they worked—
the physical movements themselves a form of expression.

The craftsperson’s tools, body, and mind working together
three-way towards a single goal.

It was in these moments that I came to truly appreciate how the
objects we use and treasure are created by people.

This, I believe, is what it is meant by the dignity of work.

It is discovered in that place where both the person who
makes the object and the person who uses it find pleasure and
contentment. The joy found when one person puts their heart
and soul into an object, which then brightens another person’s
life, is something I never want to forget.

Women working on patchwork in the garden; two weavers
crafting a rug, working as one like a pair of dancers; young
workers matter-of-factly layering woodblock prints on fabric.
I will always remember these scenes, and I hope these

craftspeople will always find a home in the way we live.

Akira Minagawa mind perhonen
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Found MUJI

Innovations of MUJI are not simply a process of creation,

they are a review of living by “Searching and Finding”.

Searching throughout the world for durable and long-lasting daily necessities,
MUJI refines found items to suit our changing lifestyles,

cultures and customs, reproducing them at reasonable prices.

From 2003, ‘Found MUJI’ started its journey with a keen eye for good products,
exploring the underlying values of the makers,

retaining the essence of their creations,

and re-tailoring them into MUJI goods that fit the modern way of life.

The Found MUJI journey began in Aoyama.

Found MUJI F1 £ o A 2

Join us as we continue the Found MUJI journey together.
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