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Germany From 1919

The Bauhaus art school opened nearly a century ago in Weimar, Germany in 1919. Bauhaus,
which could be translated as “the School of Building,” began with the idea that the ultimate
purpose of fine arts is architecture. The school brought together design, industrial arts, fine
arts, craftsmanship, theatre, and many other fields to produce a large number of designers,
architects, scenographists, and artists who would go on to have a major impact on the world.
Even after closing its doors in 1933, the school continued to influence life in the 20th century
through those who continued to expound its philosophy. Today, daily life is punctuated with
objects and circumstances infused with the Bauhaus philosophy and spirit.

What is the character of a country that would produce a movement like Bauhaus? Located
in central Europe, the general image of Germany is one of a considerate, meticulous people
living in a culture that deeply values history. Dotted with mid-sized cities, the German
landscape naturally divides into many distinct areas, each with its own character. In each
area, we found ideas that, as consumers, we wanted to bring into our own daily lives. This
inspiration came from small items that are essential to day-to-day life—from objects that
have been used just as they are for generations, and from watching people who truly feel the
importance of innovation.

Some wonderful customs and handicrafts are gradually disappearing around the world, and
Germany offers valuable hints for ways to keep these delights alive.
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Bauhaus The School that Crossed the Road

Dessau

There is a story behind Bauhaus moving to the newly industrialized city of Dessau. The move was
during a period when the German population was growing and handicraft production could no longer
keep up with demands, that Bauhaus began to focus on industrial design. Under the school’s first
director Walter Gropius, who was also an architect, Bauhaus would move beyond pure academia
to the design of buildings as part of Dessau’s urban development, working in the manufacture of
products in collaboration with airplane manufacturers and other companies.

The Bauhaus school in Dessau was designed as three large boxes traversing a public road, a design
that conveys the developmental nature of Bauhaus’ relationship with the region.
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Bauhaus Interaction that Produces Creativity
Dessau

The landings on the school stairs are designed to let sunlight flood in, creating a perfect spot for
students to gather and talk. Having a space to interact with peers undoubtedly stimulated and
motivated the students’ creativity. Some 500 meters from the school stands the teachers’ residence,
the Meisterhduser. The school offered wide open spaces where teachers could not only teach, but
also devote themselves to creative projects as artists in their respective fields. The building’s wide
stairwells and landings echoed loudly with the vigorous conversations among students and teachers.

. THEYRREHCLBEREE [V1 24— - NYZ],

N R

eachers'residence.

09



|
2
ROV TIEERRIE. [ROWTY A ] 2DAALEZBAX Y DN, FEREADHEBEICHBRALE LA,
The Deutscher Werkbund prepared study kits filled with “good designs” as part of their efforts to educate ¢

N R 3 3

ANy NIy

m

1907 FEICEERPIER. HHODEICL)I 1 ALTRE SN AR Y IIEES (Deutscher Werkbund) o
ZOEMIE. FIYEROEEM LI EEIET L, REODERELEEEEN . HEMICHIREFITDZZET
REGEGEHSICERIEIFEERELAEDTT, COEAAPSHDEDSO RN VRGN EZ TP N T
WET,

Ry IIEEBRPRIBEE 451V T2 b7 F—7 (Werkbundarchiv) 7 EE Y 3~ L DOEHEE (Museum
der Dinge) 13, HEDO<KHNTWATERZPHARAERNE - B/RLU. ERXASBERICATTORIYDHD
DY ERV BB ZENTEETS,

Deutscher Werkbund

Munich Berlin

The Deutscher Werkbund was formed in Munich in 1907 by architects, craftsmen, and a number
of companies, with the goal to improve the quality of products made in Germany. The association
divided members into designers and producers and advocated making quality products a part of
everyday life by establishing standards for manufactured products. This approach is still behind the
high-quality products manufactured in Germany today.

The Deutscher Werkbund came out of the Werkbundarchiv, which operates the Museum der Dinge
(Museum of Things). This museum collects and displays industrial and everyday products during this
period, giving visitors an overview of modern German manufacturing to the present day.
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Letterpress Printing

Munich

Germany is also the birthplace of modern letterpress printing. Christa runs an active letterpress stu-
dio to this day. Growing up, she gained a great deal of experience at her parents’ printer shop and
went on to become west Germany’s first meisterin (a female master) in typesetting. “When | received
the Meisterin Certificate it was a world of only men, so the wording was meister (male master) but they
later had to fix it to meisterin (a female master)” she explains.

She works to pass on the techniques for handling letterpress printing type to future generations,
promoting this type of printing and displaying print work. The vast array of printing type in her studio
attests to the volumes of time she has dedicated; and the collection is a work of art in itself.
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DIM

Berlin

DIM (Die Imagindre Manufaktur) operates a brush factory in Berlin and this is where these brushes
have been meticulously produced by hand for over 100 years. Thin bristles made of plant-based
materials or of goat and horse hair, are planted into tiny holes on the wooden base. There are two key
ways to tell if a brush has been made by hand. If you can see wire connecting the wooden base and
bristles, or if the handle is composed of two parts, it is handmade. The connecting wires are hidden

by wooden covers, which results in an interruption on the wood pattern.
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Reifendreher

Seiffen

Seiffen is located in the Erzgebirge area, along the German-Czech border. Woodworking is a booming
industry in this village, and here we find Reifendreher, a special woodturning technique artisans use
to craft traditional wooden toys. Christian keeps these techniques alive, creating scores of animal
figures from wood. On the day of each new moon, he treks into the nearby mountains to fell 20 large
logs. The logs are dried and then skilfully carved by expert craftsmen to a form shapes resembling
Baumkuchen cakes. The logs are sliced crosswise and shaved into rings with a cross-section that
forms the outline of an animal. The ring is then cut into thin slices, creating the wooden blocks in
animal shapes.

EachWith its specific purdodd, dozams of * *a VSRHES s SR IATVE T,
diffefent blades are used each time in shaping . . The animal wood blocks aressorted bywshape and
the wood. hung from.the ceiling infthe Basement of o

the workshop.
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Spanbaum and Miniatures
Seiffen

In the Erzgebirge area, a chisel is used to create miniature trees, where each thinly shaved piece of
wood curls into an individual branch. These trees are another type of the traditional crafts for which
the area is known and the technique used to create the miniatures is called Spanbaum, is the most
fundamental of the master craftsman’s basic techniques. Erzgebirge is an area that flourished in
the days of tin mining that later declined in the 17th century. Thanks to local forest resources and
the waterwheel advancing the mechanics of the spinning lathe, woodworking prospered here. As
distribution became more efficient and timber came to be used more effectively, these techniques

were applied to miniature crafts. In this father-daughter workshop, the daughter creates matchbox
dioramas with miniature figures, while her father sits nearby, quietly working with his Spanbaum chisel.
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Baking

Pulsnitz and others

In the small village of Pulsnitz, you’ll find many shops selling nothing but Pfefferkuchen, a spicy
traditional German treat. Some people enjoy the special recipes of different shops, while others are
loyal customers of their one and only favourite. The German custom on weekends is to bake sweets
and bring them along when visiting friends, which explains why German shops are filled with baking
tools and utensils. The streets here are infused with baking and Pfefferkuchen, almost as if one has
stumbled into the ‘candyland’ we read about in fairy tales.
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Local Beer

The beer changes with the different landscapes as one moves north, south, east or west through
Germany. Each area brews its own local beer, and this passion carries over to the beer glass as well.
The German beer glass is shaped to deliver all of the hoppy goodness to the senses as you bring the

glass to your lips. In every German town today, the streets still ring with the sound of laughter and the
clinking glasses and beer mugs.
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Measuring Line in the Beer Glass

If you happen to glance in your empty beer mug while filling up on all the flavourful sausages, mashed
potatoes, pretzels, and schnitzel, you will perhaps notice a distinct line etched inside. Germany is
serious about its beer, and it is against the law here to serve a beer if the foam starts below this meas-
uring line. This is a rule that seems to have come about in a very German fashion, as such a typical
scene often ends in a fight. “Don’t try to fool me! This is more foam than beer!” All glasses and mugs
used to serve beer in Germany are therefore etched with this all-important demarcation.
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Brandy Distillery
Eigeltingen

Think of a German drink, and one thinks of beer, but that is not all the people here brew. In southern

Germany, drive through stretches of country roads lined with sweeping grape vineyards and you can
reach Stahlemuhle, a small brandy distillery. We happened to visit on the first day in two years that the
distillery was open to the public. Despite its distance from the city, crowds of people milled around the
distillery to taste-test the “glasses of fruit” amidst a landscape that evokes the area’s rich, fertile soil.
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Days Spent at a Small German Distillery

“Today, we’ll be using a different distiller, so put the fass (barrels) in the back,” he said. Loading the
barrels of fermented apples in the van, | jumped in the passenger’s seat. We drove about ten minutes
before we arrived at what looked like the entrance to a regular orchard farmhouse.

| was at a small distillery near Lake Constance in southern Germany, along the border with Switzerland
and Austria, learning about distillation. Sitting amid gently rolling hills, this area is home to countless
lakeside orchards growing apples, pears, cherries, and berries, as well as all the grapevines. In
autumn, there are fruit-laden trees as far as the eye can see (and the air is filled with joyful shouts
from the harvesters).

Back at the entrance of the farmhouse, | used the trolley to wheel the barrel to the backyard where
there was a small cottage. The wooden cottage door opened to reveal a small distiller about my
height. All of the fruit picked at this orchard is fermented and distilled in this small distiller. This may
not seem like anything special, but Germany is even stricter than other countries when it comes to
restricting people from making their own alcohol.

The Abfindungsbrennerei system, with its long intimidating name, was established in 1887. Under this
system, farmers who grow fruit and wheat have the right to make up to 300 litres a year of distilled
alcohol in their personal distillers. Unlike mass distillers, small-scale distillation is taxed not on volume
of alcohol actually distilled, but on the type and amount of ingredients noted in the farmer’s own
records. Although farmers are no longer allowed to register as new distillers, there are approximately
20,000 small-scale distillers previously registered, primarily in southern Germany, which are still in
use today. The person showing me the ropes was one of these distillers. He had purchased an old
farmhouse that came with distillation rights and began distilling as a hobby, but that hobby turned into
a passion. Today, he distils 200 types of alcohol.

Like him, using this tradition and the existing system, new distillers are building a contemporary craft
distillation scene in Germany. Combining the advanced technologies that distiller manufacturers have
at hand with the curiosity of the small-scale distiller, an exciting new scene is unfolding, hidden away
in the idyllic rural landscapes.

Hiroshi Eguchi
Booklover / distjllation apprentice
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People in Germany

People around the world enjoy a great many number of useful, convenient and good quality goods
today. But when we, as people, have good things, we usually tend to want even better things. This is
perhaps inherent to the human condition. So, how can we all become better consumers? This is an
extremely challenging question. On one day, you may feel all right about things, but on another day,
you may see yourself as a consumer and have to say, “this is ridiculous!”

On this trip to Germany, | stumbled on hints for being a better consumer everywhere | visited. These
are customs that are not necessarily unique to Germany. In fact, these are traditions that have long
been part of Japanese culture as well. The basic rule is one of not keeping many things for oneself,
but sharing what there is with others. This is equally true for our natural environment. It is about
deciding what volume of natural resources we will consume in a year and then keeping to it. The
German people understand that there will not always be enough resources, so they adjust while still
meeting their needs.

It is likely that you know someone who is good at this—that friend who really understands how to use
what they have and puts it all to use in own their unique way. Looking at how this person lives may
be your best source of inspiration. After that, it is simply a matter of trying each method out to see
what works for you, in much the same way as the Bauhaus students so enthusiastically experimented.

Shinichiro Nakahara
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Innovations of MUJI are not simply a process of creation,
they are a review of living by “Searching and Finding”.

Searching throughout the world for durable and long-lasting daily necessities,

MUJI refines found items to suit our changing lifestyles,
cultures and customs, reproducing them at reasonable prices.

From 2003, ‘Found MUJI’ started its journey with a keen eye for good products,

exploring the underlying values of the makers,
retaining the essence of their creations,

and re-tailoring them into MUJI goods that fit the modern way of life.

The Found MUJI journey began in Aoyama.

Join us as we continue the Found MUJI journey together.
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