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India is the storehouse of textiles.

Allegedly being a place of origin of cotton, India has a variety of textiles spreading worldwide from the
country, such as handweaving, which had an effect on the industrial revolution in the UK, printing, and
embroidering. Each one of textiles is simple, delicate, and handmade. When visiting the production site, we
saw that textiles were being handmade in an astonishingly primitive way. Such a method is no longer seen in

any other countries, but the original textile production still remains in Indian regions.
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Kantha

Kantha is an ancient delicate needlework in the Bengal
region in India. Kantha textiles, which are used in daily
lives, are handmade by women in farming villages with
many mud-walled houses where time passes so slowly.
Women who were restricted from going out or
expressing themselves are said to have started quilting
a few thicknesses of used, thin, and softened fabrics
using yarn removed from clothes and saris.

While thinking about their loved family members, such
as their upcoming baby or sons leaving the house,
they make drawings of familiar plants, livestock, and

imaginary worlds.
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Pattern paper for quilting

This is a sheet to copy a design with holes made by
a needle to a fabric. It is used again and again until it

becomes tattered.
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Using soot from a general Dotted patterns appearing on
lamp to copy a rough sketch  the fabric
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By a pair

Creating a large Kantha textile is a hard work because
it is said to take about half a year for one person to
complete. Therefore, it is sometimes embroidered by

two persons simultaneously.
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Block print

Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan about one hour away
from Delhi, is a historic city with pink buildings. Having
many buildings with palace-motif patterns, the area is
called Pink City. Near the city, woodblock prints have
been produced for a long time. Using the woodblock,
a wide spread fabric is tightly printed without much
space. This is a mix of resist printing and textile printing.
A textile is finally created after repeating this work for
several hundred times. This method starting in India
spread to Europe and Asia, and then worldwide. Such a
printing technique has changed and developed in each
region, but the original handwork method is still used in

India.
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Place where textiles are created

It is a quiet atelier. There is a tension when stamping on
a brand-new fabric. Hundreds of metres of fabrics are

handmade by people every day.
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Woodblock

These are woodblocks still in use today. A basic pattern
is composed of three blocks: base block, line block,

and block between them.
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All pre-engraved designs are handdrawn. Even repeats,
which are characteristics of designs, are handdrawn.
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Taking 10 years before becoming full-fledged

R
It takes a week to engrave an area of about 20 square

centimetres. -
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Finishing

Engraved woodblocks are soaked in oil for about a

week to better blend in with paint.
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Own paint tray

Craftsmen are moving with their own tray. They use

different colours every day.
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Similar but different blocks

Various complicated patterns can be finished faster by

a multiple number of people.
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In rhythm

Patterns are printed on the fabric in rhythm and in a
flash. Perfect touch of printing. This is the craftsman's

technique.
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Technique to change patterns  Blue filling the borders
diagonally
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The rooftop of the atelier.

It is dried with wind on the rooftop of the atelier.

The fabric is fluttering comfortably in the wind.
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